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partisans than to persecute opponents.    Hence, a bigotted party had influence enough with the late short-lived administration [I think he is wrong as to the administration]  of Wellington, Peel, &c., to confer munificent royal pensions on three writers whose sole distinction was their advocacy of the Newtonian philosophy.  A Cambridge professor last year published an elaborate volume in illustration of Gravitation, and on him has been conferred a pension of 300/. per annum. A lady has written a light popular view of the Newtonian Dogmas, and she has been complimented by a pension of 200/. per annum.   And another writer, who has 'recently published a volume to prove that the only true philosophy is that of Moses, has been endowed with a pension of 200/. per annum.   Neither of them were needy persons, and the political and ecclesiastical bearing of the whole was indicated by another pension of 300/. bestowed on a political writer, the advocate of all abuses and prejudices.   Whether the conduct of the Romish Conclave was more base for visiting with legal penalties the promulgation of the doctrines that the Earth turns on its axis and revolves around the Sun; or that of the British Court, for its craft in conferring pensions on the opponents of the plain corollary, that all the motions of the Earth are "part and parcel' of these great motions, and those again and all like them consecutive displays of still greater motions in equality of action and reaction, is A QUESTION which must be reserved for the casuists of other generations .... I cannot expect that on a sudden you and your friends will come to my conclusion, that the present philosophy of the Schools and Universities of Europe, based on faith in witchcraft, magic, &c., is a system of execrable nonsense, by which quacks live on the faith of fools; but I desire a free and fair examination of my Aphorisms, and if a few are admitted to be true, merely as courteous concessions to arithmetic, my purpose will be effected, for men will thus be led to think; and if they think, then the fabric